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poked fat sheep in the side, and looked into colts' mouths;
told Dora that the poultry should have more sharps in their
Molassine; ordered Blackinan and Dawes about; quar-
relled with Patrick over a new sheep-wash ; and corrected
James's hop estimates without being thrashed for his
impudence.

Another of these unchronicled events was in the nature
of an antidote to this poisonous dose of power in little things.
Emily Branwell, to whom he would have most enjoyed
displaying his greatness, found a post in Kensington, and
left Easeham at the beginning of May. Of course, he wrote
to her, and told her of his rise in life ; but the bald facts
of the case, narrated with the modesty which convention
enforces even on one who has his initials painted on a blue
waggon, could never have impressed her so much as the
sight of him driving Soda in the gig, nodding familiarly to
the great ones of the soil, and condescendingly to those who
had not the enterprise to own the acres they farmed. Lord,
how he would dash past Miss Kingsley's pitiable cottage 1
Still, he was glad for Emily's sake that her lot had changed
at last. She was now independent, a bread-winner under
fairly tolerable circumstances, though her post was not
without its drawbacks, judging from the reticence of her
letters, reticence being Emily's only way of chronicling the
unpleasant.

The third event seemed on the face of it less epoch-
making ; none the less, it was a milestone. One evening,
returning from Rye Fair, Claude found Patrick drunk.
He had not been drunk since the days when intoxication
was to him, as it was now to Oliver Mills, the badge of man's
estate. Even then, according to James, the outbreaks had
not been serious, for Patrick's heart was set on women
rather than wine. He had always drunk a great deal, but
he coidd carry a great deal, and it must have been a regular
carouse that had laid him, as his brother found him, on the
dairy flagstones.

Dora was in the m2Mng~shed, and James at Meadow
Land, so Claude was alone in authority. He never thought